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.\irx-.UAL  REPORT  OP  THE  ACTOG  IJSDIGAL  OEPICER  OE  HEALTH  EOP  : 
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Public  Health  Offices 
Town  Hall. 

Sraintre  e . 


September,  1946 . ^ 


Ur. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you 
a short  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
Urban  District  during  the  year  1945.  This  report  follows  the 
same  lines  as  those  submitted  during  the  war,  and  incorporates 
the  work  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  department. 

The  general  health  of  the  Urban  District  remained  good, 
and  there  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease. 

GEIv~ERAL  HEklTH  SERVICES. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  general  health  services 
prcvided  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

L.eAi 3 1 s.tip iD_i n.  Eorce  . 

To  ne“  b^^-elc'es  --ere  adopted  or  c-:me  into  force  during  the 

year. 

Staff. 


Hr.  H Jepson,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned  his 
appointment  as  from  January  20th,  having  secured  an  appointment 
with  another  Authority.  iir.  E. Davies  of  Liverpoui,  was  appoint- 
ed Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  as  from  April,  1st, 1945. 

SAl'ITARY  CIRCUUSTAHCES  OE  THE  DISTRICT. 

77at  er . 


The  i\otley  Road  and  Docking  'Jate ir/zorks  were  again  used  for 
supply  purposes  during  the  year.  The  average  daily  pumping 
hours  are  22.  The  Chlorination  Plant  still  operates  continuously. 
A scheme  is  under  consideration  for  augmenting  the  supply  by  the 
sinking  of  a borehole  in  the  adjoining  Rural  Area. 

Sampling  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  provides  a.  monthly 
anal^/sis  of  the  water  supplied  to  consumers,  and  a quarterly 
analysis  of  the  raw  supply. 

Twenty  one  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  nine  from 
mraintree  and  twelve  from  Docking. 

Reports  were  recei'''2d  from  the  County  Bacteriologist  as 
fellows:  - 


Braintree  Supply.  20.11.45. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance 
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c-linost  neutral  in  reaction  and  free  froio  metals  apart  from  a 
negli^iole  trace  of  iron.  The  ■water  has  a very  moderate  hardness 
and  is  normal  v;ith  respect  to  its  appreciable  salinity  and  content 
of  mineral  constituents.  It  is  of  satisfactory  organic  and 
'bacterial  purity  and  in  these  respects  is  considered  pure  and 
wholesome  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Booking  Supply. 2.5.45. 

This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals,  apart  from  a negligible 
trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not  to  an 
abnormal  degree,  has  a high  but  not  excessive  content  of 
salinitj'’  and  mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  is  of  a high 
standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome 
water,  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Drainage  and  Sewera.-ge. 

Braintree  V/orks. 

Construction  on  the  building  of  the  new  Supernatant 

Tump  v/ell  is  practically  completed  and  delivery  is  awaited  of 
the  pumping  machinery. 

3 Peking  Works. 

These  werks  continue  to  produce  a satisfactory  effluent. 
3ar.ii3_rv  _I^.sp  ection^^ 

During  the  year,  inspections  were  made  as  a result  of 
complaints  of  nuisance  and  of  defects  in  dwelling  bouses  etc. 

Swimming  Baths  ajod  P ools  ._ 

Samples  taken  from  the  Council’s  Swimming  Pool  and  from  a 
pri'^ately  owned  Pool  "were  both  reported  to  be  of  satisfactory 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 


i-'.c  routine  house  to  house  inspections  were  carried  out. 
/’’isits  upon  complaints  were  made  in  respect  of  housing  defects. 

'uwing  to  the  housing  shortage  25  houses  previously 
condemned  as  unfit  for  bahitatinn  are  occupied  by  72  adults  and 
si"’  c'r.ildren. 


Hi  Ik. 

-.-i-k  ^Special  Designations)  Order. 

-uoerc'ulin  Tested,  Licence  to  bottle.  1 

_ Dealers’  Licences.  6 

rasteurised  Hilk,  Dealers’  Licences.  1 
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ng  the  year  33  samplee  of  milk  were  taken.  Most  of 
pies  were  taken  oecause  of  a recurrence  of  complaints 
g ci^milk^by  a wholesale  firm  outside  the  Urban  District, 
rouble  had  Deen  experienced  during  1944,  as  reported  in 
-->.nn'jai  we'port.  Cn  six  different  occasions  betv/een  May 
mber  numerous  complaints  were  received.  On  July  17th 
nee  toox  place  of  representatives  from  the  Suppliers 
ounci.s  concerned.  At  this  meeting  it  "was  arranged  that 
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■because  of  the  age  of  the  milk,  pasteurisation  should 
"be  carried  out.  In  spite  of  fuis,  further  complaints 
v:ere  received  in  August  and  September,  and  samples 
taken  during  this  period  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
and  also  insufficiently  heat  treated. 

In  view  of  this,  the  Council,  in  October,  made 
strong  representations  to  the  Ministry  of  Pood  as  to 
the  qualitj'-  of  milk  supplied  by  this  Pirm.  In 
November,  further  complaints  were  received,  due  it 
transpired  to  the  breaking  dov7n  of  the  pasteurisation 
plant.  Purther  representations  v;ere  addressed  to  the 
Ministry  of  Pood  with  a request  that  an  alternative 
supply  be  made  available  to  the  local  retailers  affect- 
ed. At  the  close  of  the  year  an  investigation  by  an 
Inspector  of  the  Milk  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood 
was  proceeding. 

Msc.t . 


The  scheme  for  centralised  slaughtering  under  the 
Ministry  of  Pood  continued  during  the  year.  Two 
slaughterhouses  have  been  used  exclusively  by  the 
Ministry.  The  remainder  of  the  privately  owned 
slaughterhouses  have  not  been  used.  Licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district  number  3,  and  knackers’ 
yards  1. 

During  the  year,  7,969  animals  were  slaughtered 
or  human  consumption.  Of  these  7,613  or  95.55^  were 
nspected.  The  total  amount  of  unsound  food  condemned 
uring  this  period  was  PS.21  tons.  In  most  caces  the 
ood  was  salvaged  and  used  for -trade  purposes  other 
r.an  for  human  oonsuinpti.  on. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
train  a ICO/^  inspection  of  3.11  animals  slaughtered 
uring  the  ^/'C-ar.  This  was  due  to  the  department  being 
wit 'rout  the  services  of  ?n  Additional  Inspector  for 
three  months  during  the  year  1945, 


Il'PDO TI C M 3 JDI3M 

The  following  cases 

of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

hove  been  reported  to  me 

during  the  year:- 

Scarlet  Pc'/er.  5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

2 

*7'r. coping  Cough.  4 

Erysipelas . 

1 

Measles.  309 

Dysentery.  6 

OphthaAmia.  i'Teonatorum. 

1 

One  case  of  Acute  P 

oliomye litis  proved  fatal. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  months 
--  -^7  3--d  June,  chiefly  confined  to  children  under  the 
s-ge  of  10  '/ears. 
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the  difficulty  in  maintaining  Pursing 
Staff,  the  Infectious  Diseases  Eospital, 

, -raintrec,  was  temporarily  closed  down 
194c.  -i-rrangements  were  made  for  cases 
n the  District  to  be  treated  in  the 
rcug’e  Isolation  Mospital,  and  for  the 


n^^ree  ..ospitai  ro  be  reopened  at  short  notice  in 
of  need . 
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Ivlonthly  Sessions  continue  to  be  held  at  the  Combined 
Treatment  Centre,  Coggeshall  Road,  Braintree,  and  arc  well 
attended.  Since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1940,  the 
total  number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  in 
the  Urban  District  at  the  end  of  1945  was  as  follov/st- 

Children  a.ged  5 " 15.  (i.e. school  children)  1.522 
Children  under  5 years  ( i . e . pro -sch ool  children;  329. 

These  figures  represent  approximately  74^  and  75.4/^ 
of  the  child  population  in  the  respective  age  groups. 


Tuberculosis . 


The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  130,  and  was  made  up 
''s  f oil  ows  : > 

Resoir--t  ory.  ITon-Resp  irat  ory . 

U.  B.  M. 

40  34  24 


i\ew  cases  notified  during  the  year  numbered  32,  and 
were  made  up  as  follov/s:’- 


Respirat ory . 


Don-Respiratory. 


6 


B . M. 

15  7 


During  the  year  there  ";ere  12  de.aths  of  persons  on 
the  Tubercu losis  Register. 


During  the  year  the  work  of  returning  e’‘'''.cuees  and 
homeless  persons  to  accommodation  in  their  home  a.reas  was 
continued.  In  September,  due  to  representations  from  the 
owner  cf  the  property,  the  few  children  remaining  at 
Bcleyns  ITostel  were  transferred  to  other  hostels,  and  the 
Roste 1 closed. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council's  Officers 
wh : hawe  kindly  assisted  me  in  compiling  this  Report. 


i am. 


Ur. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
J.';7.DICE0L.TS. 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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